
  F I R S T  E D I T I ON 
 First United Methodist Church,Greenwich,Connecticut  

A happy and blessed new year to all of you, my Friends!  

 

Here at First United Methodist Church of Greenwich, our congregational march towards 2012 was 

no piece of cake. The reason? December was so busy with so much planning, activities, meetings 

and celebrations that at some point between Christmas and New Yearôs Eve most of us were literally 

exhausted, wouldnôt you agree? But who could deny we were joyfully exhausted? Just a few photos 

in these pages are more than enough to prove to anybody on earth that indeed we had a great time ï

super busy, but great! 

 

Our Advent Sundays were magnificent. The gradual greening and ñreddingò of our sanctuary 

worked to perfection. Kudos to our Worship and Music bunch for making sure that a thousand and 

one details were very much in place at the right time. On Christmas Eve the church was packed, both 

the instrumental music and the singing were heavenly, so much expectation and peace flowing 

through our closing candle lighting as we all stood around the church to form a human Advent 

wreath. 

 

But many other things happened on our way to Christmas. 

 

For instance, we joined with the Brazilian congregation for a distribution of gently used winter 

clothes on Saturday, December 3. Relatively small in scope, this program means a lot since it is the 

first time we joined forces with our Brazilian brothers and sisters for a missional initiative. Thank 

you to Ann Shifman-Deibler, Melinda Ewing and Carol & George Stockbridge for helping us with 

this event, as well as all of you who donated clothes and shoes. 

 

On Sunday, December 11 in the evening, we met as Church Conference with our new District 

Superintendent, the Rev. Betsy Ott, to share highlights from 2011 and prepare for a new year of 

mission, fellowship and ministry. During that meeting, Rev. Ott introduced the Call to Mission 

initiative aiming at bringing new life and growth to the entire denomination beginning with our own 

local churches. (Please see George Stockbridgeôs comments, as well as mine, on such an initiative.) 

Needless to say, countless committee meetings took place in November and early December in 

preparation for our Church Conference. Kudos to all chairpersons and committee members for your 

generous giving of time! 

 

One of the highlights of December was the Christmas Pageant on Sunday the 18th. Kudos here to 

Nick Abbott for directing our pageant and to our superb cast, which included a fairly large number 

of children from our own Spanish-speaking families. (What a revelation John Provino playing 

Abraham for us!) 

 

Also on December 18, right after the Pageant, we welcomed eight (yes, 8!) new members into the 

life of the congregation (5 of them are very dedicated leaders of the emerging Spanish-speaking 

family here at FUMC). Also, immediately after the service we packed Wesley Hall for the most 

delicious lunch (and coconut flan) you can imagine. The unexpected visit of Santa Claus Senior this 
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 Happy January Birthday toé 

5    Stella Miazga   16   Nicholas Abbott  

6    Dorothy Damiano   20  Helen Horton  
  

And a Happy Anniversary to . .  

Edythe & George Lowden who are 

celebrating their 59th wedding 

anniversary on January 24th!  

Committee Meetings  

Any chair people who are planning meetings, please consult dates 

with the Pastor of the meetings before, and then notify the office in a 

timely fashion.  This will help the Pastor clear his schedule and it 

will help avoid overlapping of scheduling. 

YOUR HISTORIANôS NOOK 

Our church has a rich history going back to the early 1800's.  A lot of it is 

recorded and stored at Bush-Holley House, by the Greenwich Historical 

Society.  But a lot of our more recent history is living within the hearts and minds of 

you who are reading this.  You have lived among the people who are no longer with us 

for reasons of job transfers, poor health, death, etc.   

 

I would welcome your personal recollections of persons who have meant a great deal 

to you and to First United Methodist Church over the past years.  People like Sarah 

Vorder Bruegge and the Brown family could resurrect memories of people who are 

legends in the late 20th century, and earlier years of this century.  Those of you who 

have moved away surely have a special someone you would like to honor with some of 

your fond anecdotes. 

 
Please, send your few sentences or several paragraphs as the Spirit may move you, to 

the church office by regular mail, or by e-mailing churchnews@fumcgreenwich.com 

for inclusion in our next newsletters. You may also send them to me at 

grspersonal@aol.com  Thanks to Ariel for spawning this idea. 

 
George Stockbridge 

Church Historian 

time joined by Santa Claus Junior meant more presents for all our children and some end-of-

the-year wisdom for pastor Ariel. 

 

Last but not least, our last Sunday of the year we gathered together to sing our hearts out and 

to witness to our faith journey during 2011. We also shared our prayers and expectation for 

the new year.  Kudos to our improvised, but terrific, Brass Ensemble (still searching for a 

name?). 

 

Ebenezer ïñTo this point the Lord has helped us!ò May this biblical statement of faith and 

thanksgiving inspire us as deeply as possible as we welcome and embrace whatever the Lord 

may have in store for us in this year of grace 2012. 

In His Name, 

Pastor Ferrari 

 

PS. Thank you all for your tremendous support at all times. And thank you all for your lovely 

Christmas gift. 

****  

Eight new members joined our congregation on December 18th 
(Left to right: Normita Herrera, Linda Sadev, Alexandra Jean-Francois, Matilde 
Lazcano, Fredy Lazcano, Yolanda Hernandez, Luz-Dary Molano, Ruben Molano) 


