First United Methodist Church

59 E. Putham Avenue

Greenwich, CT 06830

(203) 6299584
churchnews@fumcgreenwich.com

6. A

FIRST EDITION

First United Methodist Church,Greenwich,Connfec

Issue 1 www.fumcgreenwich.orqg Janua

A happy and blessed new year to all of you, my Friends!

Here at First United Methodist Church of Greenwich, our congregational march towards 2012 was
no piece of cake. The reason? December was so busy with so much planning, activities, megtings
and celebrations that at some point betweln
exhausted, wouldndt you agree? But who coll
in these pages are more than enough to prove to anybody on earth that indeed we had a’igregt tin
super busy, but great!

Our Advent Sundays were magnificent. The r
worked to perfection. Kudos to our Worship and Music bunch for making sure that a thousanfl anc
one details were very much in place at the right time. On Christmas Eve the church was pacied,
the instrumental music and the singing were heavenly, so much expectation and peace flowifig
through our closing candle lighting as we all stood around the church to form a human Adverjt
wreath.

But many other things happened on our way to Christmas.

For instance, we joined with the Brazilian congregation for a distribution of gently used winte
clothes on Saturday, December 3. Relatively small in scope, this program means a lot since |t is tl
first time we joined forces with our Brazilian brothers and sisters for a missional initiative. Thgdnk

you to Ann ShifmasDeibler, Melinda Ewing and Carol & George Stockbridge for helping us wih
this event, as well as all of you who donated clothes and shoes.

On Sunday, December 11 in the evening, we met as Church Conference with our new Distridt
Superintendent, the Rev. Betsy Ott, to share highlights from 2011 and prepare for a new yeaf of
mission, fellowship and ministry. During that meeting, Rev. Ott introduce@alido Mission a’I
initiative aiming at bringing new life and growth to the entire denomination beginning with oufown
|l ocal churches. (Please see George Stockbji
Needless to say, countless committee meetings took place in November and early Decembef in
preparation for our Church Conference. Kudos to all chairpersons and committee members fpr yo
generous giving of time!

One of the highlights of December was the Christmas Pageant on Sunday.tkedds here to
Nick Abbott for directing our pageant and to our superb cast, which included a fairly large nugnber
of children from our own Spanisépeaking families. (What a revelation John Provino playing
Abraham for us!)

Also on December 18, right after the Pageant, we welcomed eight (yes, 8!) new members intp the
life of the congregation (5 of them are very dedicated leaders of the emerging Speaikimg

family here at FUMC). Also, immediately after the service we packed Wesley Hall for the mo
delicious lunch (and coconut flan) you can imagine. The unexpected visit of Santa Claus Serfior tt

—




time joined by Santa Claus Junior meant more presents for all our children and sewfie end
the-year wisdom for pastor Ariel.

Last but not least, our last Sunday of the year we gathered together to sing our hearts out and
to witness to our faith journey during 2011. We also shared our prayers and expectation for
the new year. Kudos to our improvised, but terrific, Brass Ensemble (still searching for a
name?).

Ebenezein To t his point the Lord has helped us!
thanksgiving inspire us as deeply as possible as we welcome and embrace whatever the Lord
may have in store for us in this year of grace 2012.

In His Name,

Pastor Ferrari

PS. Thank you all for your tremendous support at all times. And thank you all for your lovely
Christmas gift.

*kkk

Eight new members joined our congregation on December 18th

(Left to right: Normita Herrera, Linda Sadev, Alexandra Jedfrancois, Matilde
Lazcano, Fredy Lazcano, Yolanda Hernandez, tDary Molano, Ruben Molano)

Happy January Birt h(
5 Stella Miazga 16 Nicholas Abbott .

6 Dorothy Damiano 20 Helen Horton

(Anﬂa%/H?pr A%m\éqr§%rylto S5tatement of faith
Edythe & George Lowden who are
celebrating their 59th wedding
anniversary on January 24th!

YOUR HI STORI ANGS

Our church has a rich history going back to the early 1800's. Aloto .
recorded and stored at Bublolley House, by the Greenwich Historica, 4
Society. But a lot of our more recent history is living within the hearts and mlnds of
you who are reading this. You have lived among the people who are no longer with
for reasons of job transfers, poor health, death, etc.

I would welcome your personal recollections of persons who have meant a great de:
to you and to First United Methodist Church over the past years. People like Sarah
Vorder Bruegge and the Brown family could resurrect memories of people who are
legends in the late 20th century, and earlier years of this century. Those of you who
have moved away surely have a special someone you would like to honor with some
your fond anecdotes.

Please, send your few sentences or several paragraphs as the Spirit may move you
the church office by regular mail, or byngailing churchnews@fumcgreenwich.com

for inclusion in our next newsletters. You may also send them to me at
grspersonal@aol.com Thanks to Ariel for spawning this idea.

George Stockbridge
Church Historian

Committee Meetings

Any chair people who are planning meetings, please consult dates
with the Pastor of the meetings before, and then notify the offige in a
timely fashion. This will help the Pastor clear his schedule andl it
will help avoid overlapping of scheduling.




